Aorta to right atrial shunt due to the rupture of a degenerative aneurysm of the noncoronary sinus of Valsalva.
Aneurysms of the sinus of Valsalva are a rare aortic pathology. Congenital aneurysms caused by weakness at the junction of the aortic media and the annulus fibrosus occur more commonly than acquired aneurysms, which are typically secondary to disease processes that involve the aortic root. The both can remain clinically silent for many years. About half are associated with aortic regurgitation. Symptoms can be caused by mechanical obstruction, with compression of the conducting system, or intracardiac rupture. Herein, the case of a 77 years old man, with no specific cardiologic risk factor, who came to our attention with an acute congestive heart failure and a diagnosis of a ruptured aneurysm of the noncoronary sinus of Valsalva is described. After diagnosis was confirmed, he underwent an emergency repair of the lesion.